
 Notes 
B. Disciples are Called to Relationship with GOD 
 

Luke 10:27 - And he answered, ÒYou shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mindÉÓ ESV 
 

The gospel that brought us into relationship with the triune God is the 
same gospel by which our walk with this triune God is sustained.  We 
come into this relationship by grace through faith, not be works 
through effort.  And this relationship will flourish in proportion to the 
degree we grasp the height and depth and width and length of this 
gospel message of an eternally right relationship with God by grace 
through faith, not be works through effort.  This is not to deny that a 
disciple is to walk in good works. But it does affirm that good works 
are the fruit, not the cause, of the salvation that comes and remains 
via a faith in ChristÕs death on the cross for my sin by his gracious, 
merciful undeserving love for me (Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 2:11-14). 
 
If a disciple is going to grow in his or her relationship with Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, they need to grow in their assurance and trust in 
the absolute, eternal truth that,  
 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1 ESV). 
 

A discipleÕs walk with a God is challenged to always display the fruit 
of their salvation while at the same time being firmly convinced that 
they can never improve on or become dislodged from GodÕs 
unconditional love for them in Christ by their perfections or 
imperfections of obedience. 
 
The disciple of Christ is committed to never tire of the journey to see 
and experience more and more of the beauty of the gospel in GodÕs 
word knowing that the more they discover the greater their awe of a 
God who has forgiven and adopted them, and the greater their awe 
they more radical their obedience to him Ð obedience is meant to be 
motivated by a joyous worship of a redeeming God. 
 
In recent years there have been a number of excellent books written 
about the central thread of redemption throughout Scripture and their 
intended transforming impact on Christ followers.  The scope of this 
work is not to duplicate the content of those books but only to remind 
the reader of their main theme in the hopes they might be drawn to 
books such as these to in order to better understand how to think 
redemptively about their obedience, not just their salvation. 
 
Let us look then at the second distinctive characteristic of a disciple. 
 
 

The Intentional Pursuit of Making Disciples Page 11   



 !"#$% 
&'( )$*+#,"-%.,/(01234(567(89:):5;0,#.(0."<(#. $=(0+*>(+%(#.$,?(

"-$(."*=(@?A,#(B$+?$?(
(

John 15:1-8 ESV Ð Ò1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. 2 Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit 
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 
5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.Ó 

 
When these verses are read it becomes the concern or worry of 
many readers that the branches that bear no fruit may be hitting a 
too close to home.  What is Jesus talking about here? Could these 
fruitless branches be talking about them?   
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LetÕs observe two truths Jesus teaches about the fruitless 
branches. 
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The Puritan pastor and theologian Matthew Henry said 
this about the fruit expected from the life of the Christian 
 

ÒFrom a vine we look for grapes (Isa 5:2), and from a 
Christian we look for ChristianityÓ 

 
Jesus says something very similar in Luke 6:43-45 

 
43 ÒFor no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does 
a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for each tree is known 
by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from 
thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble 
bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of 
his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his 
evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of 
the heart his mouth speaks.Ó ESV 
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The fruitless here in John 15 seems to be pointing to the 
truth that people who lack Christian fruit were never 
connected to the Christian tree 
&
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2 Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he 
takes awayÉ 

 
Jesus seems to be teaching that they are justly exposed 
for who they really are – not a true Christian. 
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6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
 

Therefore, not being Christians, they are justly 
condemned for all eternity. 
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What about the fruitful branches of God’s vineyard? 
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. 

 
The Westminster Confession of Faith help us to 
understand Christ’s teaching in John 15: 
 

“…good works…are the fruits and evidences of a true 
and lively faith…” (XVI.2) 
 

It’s God’s commitment to bear genuine fruit in us 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 NIV - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law.  
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2) Being fruitful, they made more fruitful 

 
What’s amazing about Jesus lesson here is that God not 
only makes his disciples fruitful, he makes them more 
fruitful. 

 
a) The gardener does all the work 

 
2…and every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
 

“Prune” is used only one other time in the NT and that 
is in Hebrews 10:2.  Both passages use “prune” to 
mean, “to cleanse; to cut away so that it will be clean.” 

 
John Calvin wrote over four centuries ago the benefit 
of God’s pruning in or lives. 
 

“For since God knows best how much we are 
inclined by nature to a brutish love of this world, 
he uses the fittest means to draw us back and to 
shake off our sluggishness, lest we cleave too 
tenaciously to that love.” (Institutes; III.9.1; p. 
712) 
 

We see God prunes by what He says 
 
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I 
have spoken to you. 
 

God also prunes by what He does 
 

Hebrews 12:10 ESV - For they disciplined us for a 
short time as it seemed best to them, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his 
holiness.  

 
Former Westminster Seminary President Ed Clowney 
writes: 
 

“A life of suffering is our calling, not our fate, [as] 
God’s people . . . To be sure, suffering is a flame 
to burn away the dross so that our tested faith may 
shine as gold.” 

 
b) The gardener gets all the glory 

 
8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
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All of  the fruit-bearers were planted to display his 
glory. The prophet Isaiah speaks of this same truth. 
 

Isaiah 60:21 NIV -  . . . They are the shoot I have 
planted, the work of my hands, for the display of 
my splendor.  

 
All of  the fruit that we bear glorif ies God as the cause 

 
2 Corinthians 3:5 NIV - Not that we are competent 
in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but 
our competence comes from God.  

 
The Westminster Confession of Faith states 
emphatically that any good works produced by a 
disciple is at all times the work of the Spirit, not the 
disciple. 

 
“[Our] ability to do good works is not at all of 
[ourselves], but wholly from the Spirit of 
ChristÉÓ (XVI.3) 

 
3. Relationship w/GOD THE SON…with whom they walk as their 

one true love   
 

Luke 14:25-26 ESV Ð 25 Now great crowds accompanied 
him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes 
to me and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even 
his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” 

 
This passage is problematic to many.  Why would Jesus make the 
stipulation for anyone who desired to be His disciples to hate their 
family? 
 
LetÕs answer that question by clarifying not only what this 
passage is saying but also what it is not saying. 
 
a. FIRST, let’s be sure we understand what Jesus is not saying. 

 
Jesus is not saying that everything He and all the writers of 
Scripture have written concerning loving others is no longer 
the ChristianÕs calling and obligation. 

 
The Great Commandment is still great. 
 

27…”You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 
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10:27 ESV) 

 
There is not a greater test of our theology than the way we 
treat each other.  If you want to test someoneÕs theology donÕt 
just give them an exam; you examine their relationships.  It 
would be a whole lot easier to be holy if we didnÕt have to live 
with each other! 
 

b. SECOND, let’s be sure we understand what Jesus is saying.  
 

Jesus is saying two things about our love for Him. 
 

1) The first thing Jesus is speaking about is COMPARISON. 
 

ÒHateÓ in this passage is the relative preference of one 
thing over another.  Jesus is saying that that the 
relationship His disciples are to have with Him when 
compared to any other human relationship, including those 
of our own family, is without comparison.  A disciple is to 
have no competitive lover or lord with the Savior of their 
soul. 

 
In MatthewÕs gospel we can see this dimension of the 
relative comparison of love for the followers of Christ.  

 
34 ÒDo not think that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.  
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law.  36 And a person's 
enemies will be those of his own house-hold.  37 
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me.  38 And whoever 
does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me.  39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it.Ó (Matthew 10:34-
39 ESV) 

 
Our love for Jesus who bore the penalty of our sin and 
raised us from our spiritual graves compared to the 
greatest of our human loves in our lives is by comparison 
no comparison 

 
We see this contrast of comparative love in LukeÕs gospel 
concerning the man who wanted to follow Jesus but also 
wanted to remain at home a little longer. 
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57 As they were going along the road, someone said to 
him, ÒI will follow you wherever you go.Ó 58 And 
Jesus said to him, ÒFoxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
his head.Ó  59 To another he said, ÒFollow me.Ó But 
he said, ÒLord, let me first go and bury my father.Ó 60 
And Jesus said to him, ÒLeave the dead to bury their 
own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the king-
dom of God.Ó  61 Yet another said, ÒI will follow you, 
Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my 
home.Ó 62 Jesus said to him, ÒNo one who puts his 
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom 
of God.Ó (Luke 9:57-62 ESV) 

 
The key phrase here to help us understand what Jesus is 
saying in His challenge to this man to follow him are the 
first words out of the manÕs mouth, “Lord, let me first”.  
The title ÒLordÓ and the answer to JesusÕ challenge with 
the reply Òlet me firstÓ is an oxymoron. If Jesus is ÒLordÓ 
then one ought not to respond by saying Òno, not now.Õ 
 
The great 19th century British preacher, Charles Spurgeon, 
said it this way in A Popular Exposition The Gospel 
According to Matthew (1893): 
 

We must never set [family] near the throne of our 
King. We are not worthy to dwell with Christ above, 
nor even to be associated with him here, if any earthly 
object is judged by us to be worthy to rival the Lord 
Jesus. Father and mother, son and daughter Ñ we 
would do anything to please them; but, as opposed to 
Jesus, theyÉcannot for an instant be allowed to come 
in the way of our supreme loyalty to our Lord. 

 
2) The second thing Jesus is speaking about is CONFLICT 
 

Our love for Jesus, when in conflict with the greatest of 
our human loves, is to always be supreme 

 
Read further what Spurgeon wrote in the same exposition 
of Matthew (1893): 
 

Éthe Lord Jesus sends a sword among menÉTruth 
provokes opposition, purity excites enmity, and 
righteousness arouses all the forces of wrong É 
Animosities on account of religion often excite the 
fiercest of enmitiesÉW e are to press on in confessing 
the Lord Jesus, come what may of it. Even if our 
house becomes a den of lions to us, we must stand up 
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for our Lord. The peace-at-any-price people have no 
portion in this kingdom. Lord, teach us how to behave 
in these trying circumstances. 
 

One of the most dramatic stories in the gospels is the encounter 
Peter has with the risen Christ in John 21:15-19.  It is poignant 
picture of the crucified Lord and the disciple who denied Christ 
three times looking one another in the eye beside the early 
morning fire along the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee. 
 
In this passage Jesus asks Peter three times if he loved Him.  
Three times Peter answers he loved Him. And three times Jesus 
charges Peter to feed the flock of God’s people. 
 

Jesus’ challenge is clear – “Do you love more than these?” (v. 
15): 

!  More than you love your friends? 
!  More than your friends love me? 
!  More that you love these nets and boats? 
 

Jesus’ grace is clear. 
 

He restores Peter from his denial of him three times during 
Jesus’ betrayal and trial. This is even more striking when 
we consider Peter’s pledge of loyalty to Jesus a short time 
prior to his denial. 
 

Peter said to him, ÒLord, I am ready to go with you 
both to prison and to death.Ó (Luke 22:33 ESV) 
 

He entrusts to Peter the care of  His flock 
 

One of the greatest evidences of our love for Christ is 
service to His people 

 
It is fitting to conclude by considering that “comes” in Luke 14:26 
signifies the act of coming (erchomai) in contrast with the arrival of 
having come (heko; e.g. Luke 15:27). 

 
Disciples spend their lives coming to Christ always aware they 
must hate all that competes with their Lord.  In other words, a 
disciple this side of heaven never arrives loving Christ and hating 
all other loves that seek the affection of his or her heart.  Every 
moment they continue to come to Christ learning more and more 
of the immense mercy and grace of their Savior upon His 
followers whose love will always be flawed until on that Day they 
see Him. 
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Luke 14:27-33 ESV - 27 Whoever does not bear his own 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For 
which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to 
complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 
30 saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to 
finish.' 31 Or what king, going out to encounter another 
king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether 
he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the 
other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and 
asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you 
who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 
disciple. 
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33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all 
that he has cannot be my disciple. ESV 
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The key phrase in v. 33 is “all that he has”.   
 
In verse 26 in this same chapter Jesus has already taught 
that those who call themselves his disciples cannot have 
competing relationships when it comes to their relation-
ship with Him. Jesus as our one true love speaks more of 
our commitments than our emotionsÉOur love for Christ 
controls every other relationship we have on this earth. 
 
Here in verse 33 Jesus extends beyond relationship and 
says anyone who is His disciple is to surrender “all that 
he has” counting them inferior to gaining Him. 
 
“All that he has” refers to everything earthly that the 
disciple possesses, tangible or intangible. 
 

!  Possessions 
!  Fame or reputation 
!  Money  
!  Accomplishment or success 
!  Health 
!  Influence or power 
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! Comfort 
! Family and friends 

 
Jesus is not saying here that the things on this earth we 
enjoy, tangible or intangible, are evil and we should stop 
enjoying them.  We should always enjoy what God 
provides. 
 

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to 
be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy. (1 Timothy 6:17 ESV) 

 
So, what is Jesus saying?  Jesus is saying that He’s not 
concerned so much about the things that we have.  ItÕs 
what or who has us that concerns Him. 
 
C.S. Lewis reveals that one of Satan’s common tactics is 
to draw the Christian to have an inordinate attraction to 
this earth.  Listen to what Screwtape writes his nephew 
and apprenticing demon, Wormwood, on how to take 
advantage of adversity and prosperity in a person’s life: 
 

“Prosperity knits a man to the World, he feels that he 
is “finding his place in it,” while really it is finding its 
place in him.  His increasing reputation, his widening 
circle of acquaintances, his sense of importance, the 
growing pressure of absorbing and agreeable work, 
build up in him a sense of being really at home in earth 
which is just what we want. (Screwtape Letters, Ch. 
28) 
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In verse 33 ÒrenounceÓ (Ògive upÓ in NIV; ÒforsakeÓ in 
NKJV) is used only six times in the NT.  The other five 
times it is translated to “take leave of” or to “say farewell 
to” (e.g. Mk 6:46; Luke 9:61). 
 
It means to “separate or withdraw oneself from”. 
 
So, what is Jesus saying here in Luke 14 when he says we 
are to Òrenounce all thatÓ we have? 
 

Is Jesus saying we should quit our jobs, pack our bags, 
say goodbye to our families and friends, and walk 
away from our homes and all our possessions?  
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No. That’s not the bottom line of what Jesus is saying, 
although, some have had to do those very things in 
obedience to God’s clear leading and we should by 
ready to do the same. 

 
What Jesus is saying when calls His disciples to 
“renounce all that he has” is that in our hearts we are 
to have said “farewell” and “taken leave” of all earthly 
rewards and treasures and have made one thing the 
affection of our hearts – the eternal treasure we have in 
God. 

 
God wants us, God wants our hearts. 

 
My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes 
observe my ways. (Proverbs 23:26 ESV) 
 

But if the chief treasures of our heart are earthly He 
won’t have us. 

 
19 ÒDo not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal,  20  but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.  21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.Ó (Matthew 6:19-21 
ESV) 

 
John Stott comments on the passage in Matt 6:19ff  - 
‘Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth’ 
(Christian Counter-Culture, InterVaristy Press, 1978, 
p.155): 

 
“…What Jesus forbids his followers is the selfish 
accumulation of goods…the foolish fantasy that a 
person’s life consists in the abundance of his 
possessions; and the materialism which tethers our 
hearts to the earth.  For the Sermon on the Mount 
repeatedly refers to ‘the heart’, and here Jesus 
declares that our heart always follows our treasure, 
whether down to earth or up to heaven.” 

 
A disciple of Christ is someone whose chief treasure is 
not seen but instead is unseen.  Their investments of 
choice are deposited in the eternal not the temporal. 
Isn’t this what Asaph wrote about in Psalm 73? 
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23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you 
hold my right hand. 24 You guide me with your 
counsel, and afterward you will receive me to 
glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And 
there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
(Psalms 73:23-26 ESV) 

 
In verse 25 ÒdesireÓ means “to delight or take 
pleasure in.” 

 
We need to inventory our hearts (Ps 139:23 – Search 
me oh God and know my heart…) and weed out those 
affections that “tether our hearts to the earth.” 

 
Dag Hammerskold, former Secretary-General of the 
UN, 1953-61, wrote in his book Marking (1965):  

 
You cannot play with the animal in you without 
becoming wholly animal, play with falsehood 
without forfeiting your right to truth, play with 
cruelty without losing your sensitivity of mind. He 
who wants to keep his garden tidy doesn’t reserve 
a plot for weeds. 
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28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does 
not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 
enough to complete it? ESV 

 
There’s a danger of OVERESTIMATING what this means  

 
If you think Jesus means that to be his follower you 
must have an accurate and thorough understanding of 
every conceivable sacrifice you will need to make 
throughout your life before you begin following Him 
then you overestimate the price Jesus is asking us to 
pay to follow him.  

 
But it is true that Jesus is asking us to make a 
sweeping commitment to be prepared to surrender 
whatever it takes or to pay any price that is what 
Christ’s Lordship in our life requires.  
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31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king 
in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether 
he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? ESV  

 
ThereÕs a danger of UNDERESTIMATING what this 
means  

 
If you think Jesus means itÕs not such a bad thing to 
make terms of peace with an enemy more powerful 
than you, you underestimate the price Jesus is asking 
us to pay to follow him.  

 
To the modern ear this sounds like wise diplomatic 
negotiations but in JesusÕ thinking heÕs talking about 
unconditional surrender.  

 
The follower of Christ is called to fight an enemy who 
is, ounce for ounce, a foe thatÕs unbeatable. Our 
enemy is motivated, cunning, powerful and 
unrelenting to defeat ChristÕs followers.  
 
Lions on the hunt faithfully follow an effective 
strategy to survive in the wild Ñ loc ate, isolate, 
mutilate.  
 
This is not unlike what Peter understood SatanÕs 
strategy to be: 

 
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in 
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 
suffering are being experienced by your 
brotherhood throughout the world. (1 Peter 5:8-9 
ESV) 

 
If you determine that youÕd rather submit to 
unconditional surrender than pay the price of 
following Christ, this is who youÕre next lord 
becomes.  

 
So what should the Christian conclude when he or she 
counts to cost? 

 
The conclusion is, ÒI canÕt do this alone.  I lack the 
personal resources to pay the price.Ó 
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I have strength for all things in Christ Who 
empowers me [I am ready for anything and 
equal to anything through Him Who infuses 
inner strength into me; I am self-sufficient in 
ChristÕs sufficiency] . (Phil 4:13AMP) 

 
The conclusion is our inability to pay price is our 
greatest wealth. 

 
But he said to me, ÒMy grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.Ó Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. (2 Corinthians 12:9 
ESV) 

 
One final thought.  The reason God can be our one true eternal 
treasure, the reason we can delight in God, is because He delights 
in us, He treasures us: 

 
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4  You shall no 
more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be 
termed Desolate,  but you shall be called My Delight Is in 
Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you, 
and your land shall be married. 5 For as a young man 
marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as 
the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God 
rejoice over you. (Isaiah 62:3-5 ESV 
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