Notes
B. Disciples are Called to Relationship with GOD

Luke 10:27 -And he answered, OYou shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and withllayour soul andwith all your
strength and with all your mindE@SV

The gospel that brought us into reteiship with the triune & is the
sane gospel by which our walk with this triune God is sustainea |W
cone into this relationship by grace through faith, not be works
through effort. And this relationghwill flourish in proportia to the
degree we grasp the height angttieand width and length of this
gospel nessage of an eternallygtit relationship with God by grace
through faith, not be works through effort. This is not to deny that a
disciple is to walk in good work&ut it does affirnthat good works
are the fruit, not the cause, okteahation that canes and remains
via a faith in ChristOs death or thtoss for m sin by his gracious,
merciful undeserving love for e(Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 2:11-14),

If a disciple is going to grow in &ior her relationship with Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, they need toogr in their &surance ahtrust in
the abstute, eterral truth that,

There is therefore now no comdration for those who are in
Christ Jess. (Romans 8:1 ESV).

A discipleOs walk with a God isatlenged to always display the fru
of their salvation whilet the samtime being firnty convinced that
they can never iprove on or becomdislodged fromGodOs
unconditional love for therim Christ by their perfections or
imperfections of obedience.

=3

The discipe of Christ is comnitted to never tire othe journg to see
and experience ane and rore of the beauty of the gospel in GodO:s
word knowing that the more theysdover the greateheir awe of a
God who ha forgiven and adoptdtiem and the greater their awe
they nore radical their bedienceo himb obedience iseant to be
motivated by a joyous worship of a redeegnGod.

U7

In recent years there have beenumber of excellent books written
about the central thread redenption throughouScripture and their
intended transfaning impact on Christollowers. The scope of this
work is not to duplicate the contenf those books but only to rena
the reader ofheir nain thene inthe hopes they ight be drawn to
books such as these to in ortlebetter understand how to think
redenptively about their obediar, not just their salvation.

Let us look then at the second distiie charactestic of a disciple.
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John 15:1-8 ESV D1 | am the true vin@nd my Father is th
vinedresser. 2 Every branchmine that does not bear fruit
he takes away, and every branch thdoes bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear mofeuit. 3 Already you are clean
because of the word that | have spoken to you. 4 Abide infme,
and | in you. As the branch canrmar fruit by itself, unless
it abides in the vine, neithean you, unless you abide in me.
5 | am the vine; you are the branch®@ghoever aloles in me
and | in him, he it is that bearauch fruit, for apart from me
you can do nothing. 6 If anyone dagot abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches jare
gathered, thrown into the firand burned. 7 If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatevarwigh, and it
will be done for you. 8 this my F#her is dorified, tha you
bear much fruit and so prove to be disciples.O

[1°]

When these verses are read itdrees the concern or worry of
many readers that the brancheatthear no fruit ray be hitting a
too close to hom What is Jess talking about hereCould these
fruitless branches be talking about tiem
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LetOs observe two truths Jeaches about the fruitless
branches.

130 6+K,-L(-"(*,@$(%"A?ESMERS(@ B95(

The Puritan pastor and tHegian Matthew Henry said
this abotithe fruit expected from the life ofthe Christian

OFrona vine we look for gipes (Isa 5:2), and from
Christian we look for ChristianityO

Jesus says sathing very sinilar in Luke 6:43-45

43 OFor no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does
a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for each tree is known
by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from
thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble
bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of
his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his
evil treasure produces evibr out of the abundance of
the heart his mouth speak€EQV
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The fruitless here in John 15 seems to be pointing to the
truth that people who lack Christian fruit were never

connected to the Christian tree
&
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2 Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he
takes awayE

Jesus seems to be teaching that they are justly exposed
for who they really are — not a true Christian.

7(& ). +$5&

6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown
away like a branch and withers; and the branches
are gathered, thrown intthe fire, and burned.

Therefore, not being Christians, they are justly
condemned for all eternity.

78802%&:.[*#-1&).4+;2$%&<-&="5>% &R 5K
What about the fruitful branches of God’s vineyard?
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4 Abide in re, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it ab&k in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. 5 | am the vine; you are
the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in harit
is that bears much fruifpr apart from me you can dg
nothing.

The Westminster Confession of Faltélp us to
understand Christ’s teaching in John 15:

“...good works...are the fruits and evidences of a true
and lively faith...” (XVI1.2)

It’s God’s commitment to bear genuine fruit in us

Galatians 5:22-23 NIV - 22 But the fruit of the#it is
love, joy, peace, patieackindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, 23 gentleness and s=ihtrol. Against such
things tkere is no law.
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Notes
2) Being fruitful, they made more fruitful

What’s amazing about Jesus lesson here is that God not
only makes his disciples fruitful, he makes them more
fruitful.

a) The gardener does all the work

2...and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit.

“Prune” is used only one other time in the NT and that
is in Hebrews 10:2. Both passages use “prune” to
mean, “to cleanse; to cut away so that it will be clean.”

John Calvin wrote over four centuries ago the benefit
of God’s pruning in or lives.

“For since God knows best how much we are
inclined by nature to a brutish love of this world,
he uses the fittest means to draw us back and to
shake off our sluggishness, lest we cleave too
tenaciously to that love.” (Institutes; 111.9.1; p.
712)

We see God prunes by what He says

3 Already you are clean because of the word that I
have spoken to you.

God also prunes by what He does

Hebrews 12:10 ESV - For they disciplined us for a
short time as it seemed best to them, but he
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his
holiness.

Former Westminster Seminary President Ed Clowney
writes:

“A life of suffering is our calling, not our fate, [as]
God’s people . . . To be sure, suffering is a flame
to burn away the dross so that our tested faith may
shine as gold.”

b) The gardener gets all the glory

8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.

The Intentional Pursuit of Making Disciples Page 14



All of the fuit-beares weae planted to display his
glory. The prophet Isaiah speaks of this eamth.

Isaiah 60:21 NIV - . .They are the shoot I have
planted, the work of my hands, for the display of
my splendor.

All of the tuit that we kear glaifies God as theanse

2 Corinthians 3:5 NIV Not that we are competent
in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but
our competence comes from God.

The Westminster Confession of Faith States
enmphatically that any good works produced by a
discige is at all tines the work othe Spirit, not the
discige.

“[Our] ability to do good works is nat all of
[ourselves], but wholly fronthe Spirit of
ChristeO (XVI.3)

3. Relationship w/GOD THE SON...with whom they walk as their
one true love

Luke 14:25-26 ESV BS5 Now great crowds accompanied
him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes
to me and does not hate his own father and mother and
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even
his own life, he cannot be my disciple.”

This passage is problematic tamy. Why would Jesus ke the

stipulation for anyone who desiredtie His disciples to hate thei

family?

LetOs answer that questiorclrifying not only what this
passage is saying but alsat it is not saying.

a. FIRST, let’s be sure we understand what Jesus is not saying.
Jesus is not saying that evényig He and all the writers of
Scripture have written coneeng loving others is no longer
the ChrisianOs callingral obligdion.

The Great Gmmandnent is $ill great.

27...”You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and

with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke

The Intentional Pursuit of Making Disciples
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10:27 ESV)

There is not a greateest of our theology than the way we
treat eachther. If you want to test s@oneOs theology don
just give them an exanyou examne their relationships. It

would be a whole lot easier to belhd we didnOt have to live

with each ther!

b. SECOND, let’s be sure we understand what Jesus is saying.

Jesus is saying two things about our love fanHi
1) The first thing Jesus is speaking about is COMPARISON.

OHateO in this passage ésrifative preference one
thing over another. Jesus is saying that that the
relationship His discipes are to hve with Him when
conpared to any other huan relationship, including thos

of our own fanily, is without conparison. A disciple is tg

have no competitive lover orri with the Savior of their
soul.

In MatthewOs gospel we e this dirension of the
relative comparison ofove for the followers of Christ.

34 ODo not think that | have come to bring peace t

the earth. | have not comeltoing peace, but a sword.

35 For | have come to set a man against his father

O

and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-

law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's
enemies will be those of his own house-hold. 37
Whoever loves faén or mother more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever loves s daughter
more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoeve
does not take his cross and followe i not worthy of
me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, ancoeter
loses his liffor my sake will find it. @Matthew 10:34-
39 ESV)

Our love for Jesus who bore the penalty of our sin and
raised us from our spiritual graves qaared to the
greatest of our huam loves in our lives is by compariso
no conparison

We see this contrast of cparative love in LukeOs gosp

concerning the an who wanted to follow Jesus but alsg
wanted to @main at home a little loger.

The Intentional Pursuit of Making Disciples
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Notes
57 As they were going along the road, someone said to

him, Ol will follow you Wwerever you go.O 58 And
Jesus said to him, OFoxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to|lay
his head.O 59 To another he saiflpliow me.O But
he said, OLord, let me first go and bury my father. 60
And Jesus said to him|_@ave the dead to bury their
own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the king
dom of God.O 61 Yet another saidw@ follow you,
Lord, but let me first safarewell to those at my
home.O 62 Jesus said tonhiONo one who puts his
hand to the plow and looks @ais fit for the kingdom
of God.Q(Luke 9:57-62 ESV)

The key phrase here to help us understand what Jesus is
saying in His challenge to thisamto follow him are the
first words out of the @nOs wuth, “Lord, let me first”.

The title ObrdO and the answer to JesusO challenge with
the reply Olet efirstO is an oxyoron. If Jesus is OLordQ
then one ought not tospond by saying Ono, not now.§

The great 19 centuy British preacher, Charlespsrgeon,
said it ths way inA Popular Exposition The Gospel
According to Mattbw (1893):

We nust never set [faity] near the throne of our
King. We are not worthyo dwell with Christ above,
nor even to be associated with hiare, if any earthly
object is judged by us to weorthy to rival the Lord
Jesus. Father andather, son and daughter Nev
would do anything to please thebut, as opposed to
Jesus, theyEcannot for an instant be allowed to eom
in the way of our supreme loyalty to our Lord.

2) The second thing Jesus is speaking about is CONFLICT

Our love br Jesus, whem confict with the geated of
our hurman loves, is to always be suprem

Read further what Spurgeon wrotetle sare exposition
of Matthew (1893):

Ethe Lord Jesus sends a sword ang menETruth
provokes oposition, purity excites enity, and
righteousness arouses thie forces of wrong E
Animosities on accountfaeligion often excite the
fierces of ennitiesEW e are to preson in conéssing
the Lord Jesus, comwhat nay of it. Even if our
house becoms a den of lions to us, weust stand up

The Intentional Pursuit of Making Disciples Page 17



Notes
for our Lord. The peace-at-any-price people have no
portion in this kingdom. Lord, teach us how to behave
in these trying circumstances.

One of the most dramatic stories in the gospels is the encounter
Peter has with the risen Christ in John 21:15-19. It is poignant
picture of the crucified Lord and the disciple who denied Christ
three times looking one another in the eye beside the early
morning fire along the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee.

In this passage Jesus asks Peter three times if he loved Him.
Three times Peter answers he loved Him. And three times Jesus
charges Peter to feed the flock of God’s people.

Jesus’ challenge is clear — “Do you love more than these?” (v.
15):

I More than you love your friends?

I More than your friends love me?

I More that you love these nets and boats?

Jesus’ grace is clear.

He restores Peter from his denial of him three times during
Jesus’ betrayal and trial. This is even more striking when
we consider Peter’s pledge of loyalty to Jesus a short time
prior to his denial.

Peter said to him, OLord, | am ready to go with you
both to prison and to death(©uke 22:33 ESV)

He entrusts to Peter the care of His flock

One of the greatest evidences of our love for Christ is
service to His people

It is fitting to conclude by considering that “comes” in Luke 14:26
signifies the act of coming (erchoma) in contrast with the arrival of
having come (hekq e.g. Luke 15:27).

Disciples spend their lives coming to Christ always aware they
must hate all that competes with their Lord. In other words, a
disciple this side of heaven never arrives loving Christ and hating
all other loves that seek the affection of his or her heart. Every
moment they continue to come to Christ learning more and more
of the immense mercy and grace of their Savior upon His
followers whose love will always be flawed until on that Day they
see Him.
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Luke 14:27-33 ESV 27 Whoever des not bear his own
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 Fo
which of you, desiring to build tower, does not first sit
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to
complete it? 29 Otherwise, @h he has laid a foundatior
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin tackhim,
30 saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to
finish.' 31 Or what king, goingut to encounter another
king in war, will not sit dwn first ard delibeate whether
he is able with ten thoaad to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while| the
other is yet a great wayfip he sends a delegation and
asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you
who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my
discige.

=
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33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all
that he has cannot be my discigEsV
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The key phrase in v. 33 i@/l that he has” .

—t

In verse 26 in this sa@thapter Jesus has already taugh
that those Wwo call themselvesifi disciples carot have
conpeting relationshipwhen it comes to #ir rdation-
ship with Him. Jesus as oane true love speaks more of
our comnitments than our estionsEOur love for Christ
controls every other relatiohip we have on this earth.

Here in verse 33 Jesus axtis beyond relationship and
says anyone who is His disciple is to surrerfadtthat
he has” counting theninferior to gaining Him

“All that he has” refers to everything earthly that the
discige possesses,rgible or intangible.

I Possessions

I Fame or reputation

I Money

I Acconplishment or success
I Health

I Influence or power
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e Comfort
e Family and friends

Jesus is not saying here that the things on this earth we
enjoy, tangible or intangible, are evil and we should stop
enjoying them. We should always enjoy what God
provides.

As for the rch in ths preent age, charge them not tg
be haughty, nor to set thdiopes on the uncertainty of
riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy.l Timothy 6:17 ESV)

So, what is Jesus saying? Jesus is saying that He’s not
concerned so much about the things that we have. 1tOs
what or who has usthat concerns Him.

C.S. Lewis reveals that one of Satan’s common tactics is
to draw the Christian to have an inordinate attraction to
this earth. Listen to what Screwtape writes his nephew
and apprenticing demon, Wormwood, on how to take
advantage of adversity and prosperity in a person’s life:

“Prosperity knits a man to the World, he feels that he
is “finding his place in it,” while really it is finding its
place in him. His increasing reputation, his widening
circle of acquaintances, his sense of importance, the
growing pressure of absorbing and agreeable work,
build up in him a sense of being really at home in earth
which is just what we want. (Screwape LettersCh.
28)

&'( ) +$%(,*(#-$(*"*."* %01 2FY0(

In verse 33 OrenounceO (Ogive upNIV; OforsakeGn
NKIJV) is used only six times in the NT. The other five

times it is translated to “take leave of” or to “say farewell
to” (e.g. Mk 6:46; Luke 9:61).

It means to “separate or withdraw oneself from”.

So, what is Jesus saying here in Luke 14 when he says we
are to @enounce all thaOwe have?

Is Jesus saying we should quit our jobs, pack our bags,
say goodbye to our families and friends, and walk
away from our homes and all our possessions?
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Notes
No. That’s not the bottom line of what Jesus is saying,
although, some have had to do those very things in
obedience to God’s clear leading and we should by
ready to do the same.

What Jesus is saying when calls His disciples to
“renounce all that he has” is that in our hearts we are
to have said “farewell” and “taken leave” of all earthly
rewards and treasures and have made one thing the

affection of our hearts — the eternal treasure we have in
God.

God wants us, God wants our hearts.

My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes
observe my waygProverbs 23:26 ESV)

But if the chief treasures of our heart are earthly He
won’t have us.

19 ODo not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroysna where thieves do not
break in and steal. 21df where your treasure is
there your heart will be also.Matthew 6:19-21
ESV)

John Stott comments on the passage in Matt 6:191f -
‘Do not lay up for yourslvestreasures on earth’
(Christian Counter-CulturglnterVaristy Press, 1978,
p.155):

“...What Jesus forbids his followers is the selfish
accumulation of goods...the foolish fantasy that a
person’s life consists in the abundance of his
possessions; and the materialism which tethers our
hearts to the earth. For the Sermon on the Mount
repeatedly refers to ‘the heart’, and here Jesus
declares that our heart always follows our treasure,
whether down to earth or up to heaven.”

A disciple of Christ is someone whose chief treasure is
not seen but instead is unseen. Their investments of
choice are deposited in the eternal not the temporal.
Isn’t this what Asaph wrote about in Psalm 73?
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23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you, you
hold my right hand. 24 You guide me with your
counsel, and afterward you will receive me to
glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And
there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion forever.

(Psalms 73:23-26 ESV)

In verse 25 Odesire@neans “to delight or take
pleasure in.”

We need to inventory our hearts (Ps 139:23 — Search
me oh God and know my heart...) and weed out those
affections that “tether our hearts to the earth.”

Dag Hammerskold, former Secretary-General of the
UN, 1953-61, wrote in his book Marking (1965):

You cannot play with the animal in you without
becoming wholly animal, play with falsehood
without forfeiting your right to truth, play with
cruelty without losing your sensitivity of mind. He
who wants to keep his garden tidy doesn’t reserve
a plot for weeds.
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28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does
not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has
enough to complete it? ESV

There’s a danger of OVERESTIMATING what this means

If you think Jesus means that to be his follower you
must have an accurate and thorough understanding of
every conceivable sacrifice you will need to make
throughout your life before you begin following Him
then you overestimate the price Jesus is asking us to
pay to follow him.

But it is true that Jesus is asking us to make a
sweeping commitment to be prepared to surrender
whatever it takes or to pay any price that is what
Christ’s Lordship in our life requires.
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31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king
in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether
he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? ESV

ThereOs a dangerl@VDERESTIMATING what this
means

If you think Jesus eans itOsot such a bad thing to
make tems of peace with an engnmore powerful

than you, youinderestimate the price Jesus is asking
us to pay to follow him

To the noden ear this sounds likeige diplonatic
negotiations but in Jesutihking heOs talking about
unconditional surrender.

The follower of Christ is called to fight an engmvho
is, ounce for ounce, a foe thatOs unbeatable. Our
eneny is motivated, cunning, powerful and
unrelenting to defeat ChristOs followers.

Lions on the hunt faithfully follow an effective
straegy to sirvive in thewild N loc ate, isolae,
multilate.

This is not unlike what &er understood SatanOs
straegy to &

8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of
suffering are being experienced by your
brotherhood throughout the world. (1 Peter 5:8-9
ESV)

If you deternine that youOd rather stibto
unconditional surrender & pay the price of
following Christ, this isvho youOre next lord
becones.

So what should the Christian conclude when he or|she
counts to cost?

The conclusion is, Ol canOt do this alone. [ lack the
personal resources to pay the price.O
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| have strength for all things in Christ Who
empowers me [| am ready for anything and
equal to anything through Him Who infuses
inner strengh into me | am self-sfficient in
ChristOs sufficieg] . (Phil 4:13AMP)

The conclusion is our inality to pay price is our
greatest wealth.

But he said to me, OMy grace ifisient for
you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.O Therefore | will boadl the more
gladly of my weaknesses that the power of
Christ may rest upon mé Corinthians 12:9
ESV)

One final thought. The reason Geoah be our one true eternal
treasure, the reason we can delighod, is because He deligh
in us, He treasures us:

3 You shall be a crown of éety in the hand of the Lord,

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4 You shall no
more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more bg

termed Desolate, but you dhiae called My Delight Is in
Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be anried. 5 For as a young man

[S

174

marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as

the bridegroom rejoices ovethe bride, so shall your God
rejoice over you(lsaiah 62:3-5 ESV
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